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Hello ChathamCAN Community, 

We opened the February newsletter with the crucial thread connecting climate change and 
current crises. Now there’s another crisis - war in Iran. Amy Westervelt, host of the Podcast, 
Drilled, writes “the climate crisis and the democracy crisis—are deeply interconnected. I know 
this, you know this, but sometimes it helps to remind ourselves of just how direct the connection 
is.” She offers the following graphic to show the connections (before the war with Iran) 

 
CALLS FOR ACTION AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Extraordinarily IMPORTANT - Attend the NO KINGS! protest and bring your friends and 
family. Daniel and Quinn from The Hometown Holler will be there with other special guests! 
Come early to enjoy live music from Nearblind James and Harmonica Bob, starting at 10:30, 
and bring a donation for Cora. 

Saturday March 28, 2026 11:00 - 12:30 Chatham County Justice Center  

http://www.chathamclimateaction.org
https://drilled.ghost.io/yes-climate-still-matters-heres-how-it-connects-to-every-other-crisis-in-the-world-today/?link_id=19&can_id=9435769dcb5836387587e944135971a7&source=email-communities-and-love&email_referrer=email_3098746&email_subject=communities-and-love&&


Help make March 28 the biggest protest in US history!  
ChathamCAN will have a table. Stop by (or reply to this email to volunteer) 

Chatham for Climate Truth continues to pressure Governor Stein to take action against Duke 
Energy, calling out Duke’s climate lies and their move toward more methane-producing gas 
infrastructure and expensive, wasteful, and experimental nuclear power. If you haven’t seen it 
yet, watch this short documentary about Duke Energy: The True Cost of Power. And join us for a 
demonstration in Siler City on April 1 to hold Governor Stein and Duke Energy responsible. For 
more info, contact Lenore or Maura at chathamclimateaction@gmail.com 

Energy Saver NC is now available in Chatham County and across the state. The program 
offers residents rebates on household upgrades that reduce monthly utility bills. Applicants may 
receive up to $16,000 toward new appliances, better insulation, or other purchases that help a 
home consume electricity more efficiently. That might include: heat pumps, energy-efficient 
HVAC units, electric stoves and air sealing. Renters and multifamily building owners can apply, 
though renters require approval from their landlord.The program is targeted toward low-income 
families. Please share this information with people who might benefit.  

Bike Chatham! 
Calling all bike enthusiasts in Chatham County! Whether you bike for recreation or 
transportation, we're convening a team of folks who are interested in creating better bike 
infrastructure across the county. We need your vision, ideas, creativity, and energy. Please send 
an email with your interest to Lenore at chathamclimateaction@gmail.com. 

Invite your friends and family to subscribe to the ChathamCAN mailing list 
www.chathamclimateaction.org  According to climate scientist, Katharine Hayhoe, joining a 
climate action group is one of the most effective ways we can turn concern into impact, while 
simultaneously helping us feel more connected to others and aware of how many others care, 
too. Social science research consistently shows that collective action is one of the most 
effective ways individuals can help drive meaningful climate progress.  Hayhoe says the next 
step is to “tell someone you’ve joined a climate group and encourage them to do the 
same! Together, we can build collective strength and drive the systemic change we need.” 
Invite your friends and family to join ChathamCAN! 

Reminder - Are you composting meat, bones and pizza boxes? 
An important and impactful climate action we can take as individuals, according to Project 
Drawdown, is to compost. Chatham Environmental Quality has a community compost pilot 
underway at four collections centers: Bonlee, Cole Park, Pittsboro, and Siler City. Reports are 
they are being well used! Even if you compost at home, you can take meat, bones, pizza 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yiChJ_VEcwU&t=6s
https://energysavernc.org/
http://www.chathamclimateaction.org
https://www.chathamcountync.gov/government/departments-programs-i-z/solid-waste-recycling/composting/food-waste-drop-off-program


boxes and other things. Tip: Freeze the compost and take it with your trash and recycling to the 
collection center.  

Speak Out Against Duke’s Proposed Rate Hikes 
The closest NC Utilities Hearing will be in Durham on May 12 at 7pm at the Durham County 
Courthouse or you can submit comments online (be sure to include the Docket number in your 
comments: Docket E-2 SUB 1300 if your utility is Duke Energy Progress and Docket E-7 Sub 
1276 for Duke Energy Carolinas.. For more information about background, dates, talking points 
see Energy Funds for All. 

Fast facts: 
-Energy bills in North Carolina have gone up by 22% from 2020 to 2025 
-Duke Energy still wants to raise residential energy rates by 18%. 
-On your bill, this increase will be between $25-$30 per month by January of 2028.  
-Actual increases WILL be higher because this rate increase does not include increases 
in fuel costs  

UPDATES and FOLLOW UP  

County Board of Commissioners 
Approved the request for proposals for development of a Chatham County Climate Action 
Plan! 
Passed two climate related resolutions: One urged Governor Josh Stein to use all available 
policy tools to accelerate North Carolina’s transition to affordable, resilient, and carbon free 
energy and the other approved the signing of a joint letter to the North Carolina Utilities 
Commission regarding the Duke Energy Carbon Plan/Integrated Resource Plan. (See more 
here) 

Data Center Moratorium 
The Chatham Board of Commissioners recently voted to institute a 12 month moratorium on 
data centers while the Planning Department updates regulations. Discussions are underway to 
form a working group composed of members from ERAC (Environmental Review Advisory 
Committee), CCAC (Climate Change Advisory Committee), and Planning Board to provide 
research on impacts of data centers. 

UPCOMING 
Climate Solutions Fair - Save the Date! Correction 
Saturday, May 30, 2026 10:00am - 2:00pm at The Plant. More information will be coming soon. 

https://www.ncuc.gov/contactus.html
https://mailchi.mp/085c9a64e0cf/funding-update-march-20th-10364052?e=2472c1dabc
https://chathamnc.legistar.com/MeetingDetail.aspx?ID=1401931&GUID=DE79B702-F480-41F2-8536-F7BA467B8079&Options=info%257C&Search=


Resource Fair  - Save the Date! in Siler City! Saturday, June 27. Learn how to protect 
yourselves and those you love from extreme heat. Hear about programs that can help low and 
moderate income families with the high cost of electricity. 

LONGER TERM 
We’re talking with teachers, group leaders, young people and others. We're listening to learn 
how we can involve youth in ChathamCAN and climate solutions. Do you know of people we 
should be talking with? Are you interested in helping with this project? Reply to this email to let 
us know. And stay tuned. 

WHAT WE’RE READING/WATCHING/LISTENING TO  
(send us your favorites!) 
Listen  
Melting ICE-The Climate Movement Defends Democracy - A Matter of Degrees https://
podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/a-matter-of-degrees/id1534829787?i=1000751717743  

Read  
Atmos | Lessons from Minnesota: To Preserve Our Planet, We Must Also Preserve Our 
Democracy 
By Ben Passer 

People’s Action Institute and United Ratepayers’ Blueprint for Affordable Energy: lays out a plan 
to lower energy bills, confront the climate crisis, and rein in runaway corporate power. 

David Wallace Wells  Don't Look Now, but the Green Transition Is Still Happening. NYT Gift 
article  

Watch 
This is so good! Watch Chase Cain: “I Was a TV Meteorologist — Here's Why I Walked Away” 
and subscribe to his YouTube channel 

With hope and in community, 

Betsy, Lenore, Maura, Meredith and Vickie - organizing for ChathamCAN  
  
P.S. Please forward this email to others who might be interested in being a part of 
ChathamCAN. Let us know if you’d like for us to remove you from our mailing list.

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/a-matter-of-degrees/id1534829787?i=1000751717743
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/a-matter-of-degrees/id1534829787?i=1000751717743
https://www.mcknight.org/news-ideas/atmos-lessons-from-minnesota-to-preserve-our-planet-we-must-also-preserve-our-democracy/
https://www.mcknight.org/news-ideas/atmos-lessons-from-minnesota-to-preserve-our-planet-we-must-also-preserve-our-democracy/
https://peoplesactioninstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/FINAL_Digital_Blueprint_Peoples-Action-Institute.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/25/opinion/clean-green-energy.html?unlocked_article_code=1.PFA.y_G3.6VkQ0AuXpLRc&smid=nytcore-ios-share
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LQePWua_yPo

