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Hello ChathamCAN Community,

As we enter the holidays and draw toward the close of 2025, we are celebrating scientists, fact
finders, activists, democracy warriors, community members protecting neighbors, and so much
more. We are grateful for the climate solutions community we are building together in Chatham
County. And we look forward to getting into good trouble with you in the new year.

CALLS FOR ACTION AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thank you to all who have been showing up to build support for our immigrant communities/
neighbors during this period of more intense local threat. Over 200 people showed up for the
ICE Watch training event we helped advertise just before Thanksgiving.

There continue to be many ways to be involved in this effort. For more information contact: Aylin
at aylin@evhnc.org or visit https://hispanicliaison.org/volunteer. For more information about the
relationship between climate change and immigration issues: Climate Migration 101: An
Explainer from the Migration Policy Institute, a general but thorough examination of many of the
ways that climate change is affecting migration globally; Danger By Design: How Climate
Injustice Harms Displaced People at the US- Mexico Border by the International Refugee
Assistance Project, a much more specific look at the unacknowledged impact of climate crisis
on mass displacement and US immigration policy.

Please act! Chatham County is conducting a MULTI-MODAL TRANSPORTATION SURVEY.
The biggest source of climate pollution in Chatham is transportation, responsible for roughly
42% of Greenhouse Gas emissions for 2023 and 2024. As the County’s population increases,
making alternative forms of transportation accessible (bus, walking, biking etc.) to reduce
reliance on cars will be essential for reducing emissions. These other forms of getting around
provide greater accessibility, are cheaper than owning a car, build local community, and are
better for our health and well-being.

Please complete the survey and encourage family, neighbors and friends to complete it as well.
Do you belong to a group that could publicize the survey? Move Chatham wants to know what
you find easy and hard about transportation in Chatham, and what options for travel you would
like to see—both within the county and connecting to neighboring counties. This initiative will
help guide planning efforts to ensure transportation systems are accessible, efficient, and
aligned with community priorities. You can also use this MAP to give feedback on where bike
lanes or pedestrian paths are needed in the future or need improvement now. Also which streets
most need improvements for walking, biking, or transit. Example Comments: “My family walks
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the trails here weekly.” “I wish we could walk here safely.” “This road sees a large number of
walkers and needs sidewalks.” “| wish there was a bike rack here” Check back regularly! This
interactive map is a two-way communication tool checked regularly by the project team. Check
back often for responses related to your post from the project team or other users!

The survey deadline has been extended and will close on January 2, 2026

More climate action: NC WARN is leading an effort to encourage Governor Stein to take bold
action to Stop Duke Energy’s Climate Deception. More than 240 businesses and nonprofit
groups and thousands of individuals have now joined 61 prominent climate scientists in pressing
North Carolina Gov. Josh Stein to challenge Duke Energy’s huge expansion of fossil fuels and
suppression of renewable power. That's 35 new groups and businesses who have joined the
call since their last update. All these voices led Stein to take a couple of modest first steps by
criticizing Duke Energy's Carbon Plan. Help us move the Governor to take real action. Urge
Governor Stein to stop Duke Energy from expanding fracked gas and experimental nukes and
suppressing renewable energy!

1. Individuals: Send Governor Stein an email at StopDukeEnergy.com .

2. Organizations and Businesses: You can still add your group to the sign on letter!
We're using this growing pressure to urge the Governor to lead the installation of solar and
battery storage on emergency facilities and require them on data centers. Help us expand this
campaign by sharing this message with your friends!

Read the new Chatham County Conservation Newsletter to see great things the County is
accomplishing through the Conservation Working Group and meet Erin Ansbro, the new
conservation planner who took Brandon Dawson’s place when he left for graduate school.

Take a look at the terrific new Information Hub, a centralized resource for exploring Chatham
County’s goals, services and planning initiatives.

Mark your calendar for January 27, 2026 at 7pm.

The Fearrington Democratic Club will welcome Dr. Robbie Cox, Chair of the Chatham County
Climate Change Advisory Committee and three-time President of the Sierra Club to discuss
Climate Change and North Carolina. Dr. Cox will explain the growing impacts of climate
change, globally and in North Carolina, and share new initiatives by Chatham County that
respond to this crisis. The meeting will be available to the Chatham County community on
Zoom; registration information will be available in early January.

UPDATES and FOLLOW UP
Chatham Park “Small” Area Plan
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Sadly, Chatham Park Investors got their way and the "Small" Area Plan (SAP) passed, in a 3 to
2 vote. As Commissioner Bonitz shared, the new Town Board inherits “a torturous mess of
hastily written policy” and a Town fractured by violated trust. But in the end, the Board retained
the power of "legislative approval," which means the public and Board still have some discretion
and leverage with every future approval of "Section Design Plans." “Little d democracy” was
preserved. And there were other improvements -- the final text of the "Conceptual Small Area
Plan" was substantially improved over the version rejected by the Planning Board. Town staff
deserve credit for some significant and hard-fought wins. Credit and thanks also go to every
one of you who emailed, called, made comments, showed up to meetings and expressed your
support for a plan that benefited Pittsboro and Chatham County over the developers.

Candace Hunziger and Tiana Thurber were sworn in to their new seats on the Pittsboro Board
of Commissioners. The Town Board now has a majority of climate-forward supporters!

The Pittsboro Board of Commissioners unanimously adopted their Climate Action Plan!

The Chatham County Board of Commissioners continues work on a roadmap for
development of a Climate Action Plan for the County. To see presentations and videos of the
second day of the climate retreat, go here. Many opportunities for input will be forthcoming and
we’ll be sure you know about them.

The latest Greenhouse Gas Inventory for Chatham County is available here. The two
biggest challenges facing the County are emissions from transportation and decreasing carbon
sinks as trees are cut down for developments. A bright spot: Chatham County has the highest
electric vehicles (EVs) per capita among North Carolina counties, where there were 1,518
registered EVs as of September 2024, and currently, there are 12 EV charging stations across
the county. This is a notable 530% increase in registered EVs within the county when compared
to 241 registered EVs in September of 2019

Feedwell Fridges (showcased in an early ChathamCAN program, The Climate Food Puzzle)
was recently featured in Our State Magazine. Congratulations to Feedwell Fridges on their

work. Much deserved recognition for getting food to people who need it, diverting waste from
the landfill and preventing climate wrecking methane in landfills.

NEXT QUARTERLY GATHERING
More information after the holidays!

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT
Transportation Planning (in Chatham County Planning Department)
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WHAT WE’'RE READING/WATCHING/LISTENING TO

(send us your favorites!)
Listen: Podcast: Outrage and Optimism interview with writer Kim Stanley Robinson in_Pre
traumatic imagination and ... Ministry for the Future

Watch (1 minute): Green for good! Elphaba comes out big for environmental progress!
Read: Katharine Hahoe Shop smarter, cut holiday waste, and give back

Read: Local author, Mark Barroso’s excellent substack article about Chatham Park Investors
strongarming to get the “small” area plan passed The Master Was in the House

Read: Hidden Cost of Data Centers NC Environmental Justice Network

Best wishes for the holidays,
Betsy, Lenore, Maura, Meredith and Vickie - organizing for ChathamCAN

P.S. Please forward this email to others who might be interested in being a part of
ChathamCAN. Let us know if you’'d like for us to remove you from our mailing list.
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