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Hello ChathamCAN Community, 

“How are we supposed to keep caring about climate change while so much acute state violence 
is unfolding before our eyes?” Emily Atkin asks in her newsletter, Heated. Her answer: “paying 
attention to polluters may be one of the best ways to understand what’s currently happening in 
the United States.” (See Actually, I do know how to do this) 

Authoritarianism is fueled by fossil fuel dollars 

Democracy is climate infrastructure 

Big Oil is funding anti-protest laws nationwide 

Environmentalists have long been called “domestic terrorists” 

Say it again: climate change is state violence  
  
Fighting for climate solutions is fighting for democracy, equity, and a livable future for the people, 
places, and things we love. See you at the Historic Courthouse on Saturdays, on the bridge with 
the Bridge Brigade, or by the road somewhere with a sign as we stand up for democracy! For 
more on climate change and authoritarianism, see Heated. 

A reminder during Black History Month that NC gave birth to the Environmental Justice 
movement in Warren County in 1982. During a six-week period, more than 500 protesters were 
arrested, and their actions drew national attention. One of those protesters, Naeema 
Muhammad, went on to found the North Carolina Environmental Justice Network that is at the 
forefront of training and preparations to stop data centers. The fight for justice continues. Which 
leads to our Call for Action below: 

CALLS FOR ACTION AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Show up at a Chatham  BOC SPECIAL SESSION ON DATA CENTERS Wednesday, 
February 11 at 4pm at the Historic Courthouse.  
(You can also join via zoom) 
The Board of Commissioners will hold a special session devoted to being proactive about data 
centers attempting to come to Chatham County. (No data center applications are active at 
present.) Please come and make your voice heard. You may also submit comments in writing or 
just show interest through your presence. For more information, click here.  

http://www.chathamclimateaction.org
https://heated.world/p/actually-i-do-know-how-to-do-this
https://heated.world/
https://www.energy.gov/lm/services/environmental-justice/environmental-justice-history
https://www.energy.gov/lm/services/environmental-justice/environmental-justice-history
https://ncejn.org/
https://www.chathamcountync.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/51437/45


Local climate action  
Talks @ The Plant: Preparing for the Storm with Trip Overholt and Friends. Thursday, 2/19. 
“Timely grounded talk on resiliency preparation - how individuals and communities can stay 
steady, connected and ready in the face of extreme weather events and periods of political 
unrest. Drawing on real-world experience and practical tools, this conversation explores 
preparedness beyond panic: building adaptable systems, strengthening local networks and 
cultivating the mental and emotional resilience needed to navigate uncertainty with clarity and 
care. RSVP 

NC WARN 
NC WARN’s documentary (18-minutes) goes “right at one of the world’s worst climate polluters.” 
It “features a globally prominent scientist insisting that Duke Energy’s massive expansion of 
fossil fuels and suppression of climate solutions absolutely must be stopped.” Watch the film, 
The True Cost of Power at this link. Better yet, request a showing for your church, 
organization, or neighborhood group. Reply to this newsletter and we’ll help you get set up.  

VOTE!! 
Early voting for the primary begins on February 12 and goes through February 28. Election Day 
for the primary is Tuesday, March 3. Click here for times and locations for Early Voting. As you 
meet candidates and do research, ask what they will do to advance climate solutions.

Bike Chatham! 
Calling all bike enthusiasts in Chatham County! Whether you bike for recreation or 
transportation, we're convening a team of folks who are interested in creating better bike 
infrastructure across the county. We need your vision, ideas, creativity, and energy. Please send 
an email with your interest to Lenore at chathamclimateaction@gmail.com. 

Climate Solutions Fair - Save the Date! 
Saturday, May 2, 2026 10am - 2pm at The Plant. More information will be coming soon.

UPDATES and FOLLOW UP  
It’s Not Over. Ongoing efforts with Chatham Park’s “Small Area Plan”  
No updates at present - we’ll keep you posted as we hear more.  

Are you composting meat and bones? 
An important and impactful climate action we can take as individuals, according to Project 
Drawdown, is to compost. Chatham Environmental Quality has a community compost pilot 

https://orange-lychee-73s5.squarespace.com/chatham-legends-podcast/tripoverholt
https://www.theplantnc.com/event-details/talks-the-plant-preparing-for-the-storm-with-trip-overholt-and-friends/form
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yiChJ_VEcwU
https://www.chathamcountync.gov/government/departments-programs-a-h/elections/precincts-polling-places-maps/primary-general-polling-places/-fsiteid-1%23!/
https://www.chathamcountync.gov/government/departments-programs-i-z/solid-waste-recycling/composting/food-waste-drop-off-program


underway at four collections centers: Bonlee, Cole Park, Pittsboro, and Siler City. Reports are 
they are being well used! Even if you compost at home, you can take meat, bones, pizza 
boxes and other things. Tip: Freeze the compost and take it with your trash and recycling to the 
collection center.  

WHAT WE’RE READING/WATCHING/LISTENING TO  
(send us your favorites!) 
“The window is still open,” says climate scientist Johan Rockström of the Potsdam Institute for 
Climate Impact Research The science is abundantly clear – there is still time to avoid the worst 
impacts of climate change., sharing some reasons for hope and optimism. Watch now >> 

The Southern Environmental Law Center (SELC) released a new report titled "Getting It Right: 
Local Approaches to Data Center Development." The report is meant to offer guidance to  
local governments and community members  for  data center development. 

Climate Change in the American Mind: Beliefs & Attitudes, Fall 2025 Yale Program on 
Climate Change Communication. Executive Summary 

[Gulp] From Yale Environment 360: Overshoot: The World Is Hitting Point of No Return on 
Climate 

North Carolina Environmental Justice Network (NCEJN)--lots of information about data centers 
and NC   
The Costs Of Data Centers To Our Communities— And How To Fight Back 

People’s Action Institute and United Ratepayers’ Blueprint for Affordable Energy: lays out a 
plan to lower energy bills, confront the climate crisis, and rein in runaway corporate power. 

With hope and in community, 

Betsy, Lenore, Maura, Meredith and Vickie - organizing for ChathamCAN  
  
P.S. Please forward this email to others who might be interested in being a part of 
ChathamCAN. Let us know if you’d like for us to remove you from our mailing list.

https://projectdrawdown.cmail19.com/t/d-l-gdltkht-ihkkutjjjl-yh/
https://www.selc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/SELC-Data-Center-Development-Report-All-0126_F.pdf?blm_aid=2420814
https://www.selc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/SELC-Data-Center-Development-Report-All-0126_F.pdf?blm_aid=2420814
https://www.selc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/SELC-Data-Center-Development-Report-All-0126_F.pdf?blm_aid=2420814
https://www.selc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/SELC-Data-Center-Development-Report-All-0126_F.pdf?blm_aid=2420814
https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/publications/climate-change-in-the-american-mind-beliefs-attitudes-fall-2025/toc/2/
https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/publications/climate-change-in-the-american-mind-beliefs-attitudes-fall-2025/toc/2/
https://e360.yale.edu/features/1.5-degrees-tipping-points?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=wp_climatecoach
https://e360.yale.edu/features/1.5-degrees-tipping-points?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=wp_climatecoach
https://ncejn.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/KAIROS_ORGANIZERGUIDE_DATACENTERS_DIGITAL-v2.pdf.pdf
https://peoplesactioninstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/FINAL_Digital_Blueprint_Peoples-Action-Institute.pdf

